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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 22, 2026 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 

PM. at the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      Steve Ambrose 

Bill Maschewske       

Phil Crum 

Kathy Kuck 

Lydia Brown 

Michelle Gillespie 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje, Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch, and eight 

members of the public. The attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Lydia Brown and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve the agenda 

of the September 22, 2026 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve as 

written the minutes of the September 10, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions  

 

Chris Markatos questioned whether he was able to build a rustic campground on the slightly less 

than seven acres he has adjacent to Riverside Park.  It is currently zoned R-1 and E-1. 

 

Chairperson Martinie recommended Mr. Markatos review his inquiry with the Zoning 

Administrator. 

 

Reports and Communications -- None 

 

Announcements  
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Kathy Kuck notified all about the upcoming Ottawa County Water Quality Forum scheduled for 

October. 

 

New Business  

 

Dykstra Reality Rezoning Application 

 

As scheduled, the public hearing was held for the Dykstra Emerald Lake Rezoning Application 

to rezone additional property on the East end of their existing mining operation from A-1 to M-1 

 

Chairperson Martinie declared the public hearing open at 7:09 PM. and reviewed the rules of 

procedure for the hearing.   

 

As requested by Chairperson Martinie, Jon Male of Exxel Engineering and representing Dykstra 

Realty, gave a very brief presentation.  Mr. Male explained the applicant wished to mine the 

additional  property they acquired after receiving their initial Earth Change Permit.  To do so, 

they are required to rezone the property M-1 Mining District.   

 

Chairperson Martinie asked and there were no comments or questions from the Planning 

Commission or the public. 

 

A motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to close the public hearing 

at 7:17 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

A discussion followed and the consensus of the Planning Commission agreed to accept the 

Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch dated September 3, 2026 regarding the 

Dykstra Realty LLC Petition to Amend the Zoning Map (copy attached) as the findings of the 

Planning Commission on the rezoning request. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted there was an error on page 3 of the above memorandum of the Zoning 

Administrator in that the reference to “clustered” residential should be “non-clustered” 

residential.  The Planning Commission agreed. 

 

A motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Michelle Gillespie  to recommend to 

the Township Board approval of the Dykstra Realty, LLC request to rezone parcel no. 70-08-34-

300-030 from A-1 to M-1 for the purpose of expanding an existing adjacent mining operation.  

The Planning Commission accepts the findings of the Zoning Administrator in his memorandum 

dated September 3, 2026 (copy attached)  in making the recommendation with the correction of 

replacing the word “clustered” with “non-clustered” on page 3. 

 

A roll call vote was taken 

 

Phil Crum – Yes 

Michelle Gillespie – Yes 

Lydia Brown – Yes 
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Bill Maschewske – Yes 

Shawn Martinie – Yes 

Kathy Kuck – Yes 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

VandenBosch Preliminary Sketch Plan Review  

 

At 7:20 PM., the Preliminary Sketch Plan from Kyle and Cody VandenBosch for the 

construction of two multi-purpose commercial buildings on parcel no. 70-08-26-200-018 was 

discussed and reviewed. 

 

A brief presentation was made by Cody VandenBosch stating that two multi-purpose commercial 

buildings are proposed to be constructed.  Each building would contain 5 individual units.  One 

unit would be retained for his own use and the remainder would be sold as condominiums for 

various storage or commercial uses. 

 

Chairperson Martinie asked the following questions. 

 

1.  Did you plan on any buffering to the South of the buildings? 

Chris Gilbert of Holland Engineering and representing Mr. VandenBosch – They will try to 

leave existing trees, however, they need to construct a drainage ditch in that location. 

 

2.  Will a sign be included on the Site Plan? 

Chris Gilbert – Sheet C-101 of the Site Plan shows a 100 square foot sign, however, he is not 

sure they really want a sign. 

 

3.  With the businesses to be located in the multi-purpose buildings unknown, will they be 

compliant with the Zoning Ordinance and have adequate parking? 

Township Attorney Bultje – Any use locating on the site will have to meet the requirements of 

the Zoning Ordinance, including compliant parking assigned to each use. Otherwise, the use 

cannot exist.. 

Bill Maschewske – Noted the parking requirement category selected by the applicant is an 

industrial and not a commercial use. 

Kathy Kuck – Noted that uses may change. 

Bill Maschewske – Will parking spaces be allocated per unit. 

Cody VandenBosch – Maybe, he does not know yet. 

Township Attorney Bultje – Any use that goes in will need to have the required number of 

parking spaces. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted that the Memorandum from the Zoning Administrator referenced a 

pathway proposed by the applicants in the Site Plan and he did not find it. 

 

Chris Gilbert – It is shown on Sheet C-101 of the Site Plan.   

 

Chairperson Martinie – Stated that per the Township Attorney, sidewalks were required as the 

Planning Commission had no authority to waive the requirement. 
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Zoning Administrator Petsch – Noted that his employer, Fresh Coast Planning, has had 

experience with MDOT in regard to sidewalks in the MDOT ROW and they do not want them 

there. 

 

Zoning Administrator Petsch and Bill Maschewske – Noted this was not a good case for the 

Zoning Board of Appeals as it  would likely be denied. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted several areas of Section 4.34, Lighting, that did not appear to be met 

with the Site Plan. 

 

1.  Section 4.34(C) --The Zoning Ordinance does not allow the parking lot to be lit by fixtures on 

the building. 

 

2. It is believed that the Commercial Building Codes require a light by every entrance. 

 

3. The parking lot does not meet the minimum 0.5 foot- candles of illumination in all areas. 

 

4. Sheet C-201 of the Site Plan states excess soil will be removed from the site.  Reference 

Section 4.41 of the Zoning Ordinance which requires a permit.  If over 600 cubic yards, an Earth 

Change Permit would be required. 

 

5. The proposed ingress/egress does not meet MDOT criteria.   

 

There were no more comments or questions. 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve the 

Preliminary Sketch Plan from Kyle and Cody VandenBosch on parcel no. 70-08-26-200-018 to 

construct two multi-use commercial buildings with no living quarters.  The material submitted 

was only reviewed as a Preliminary Sketch Plan.  The following issues with the Zoning 

Ordinance were noted. 

 

1. Section 4.56 Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways and Section 31.8(B) Connectivity. 

 

2. Section 4.34 Outdoor Lighting. 

 

3. Chapter 22 Parking. 

 

4. The ingress/egress point to 104th Ave. does not meet MDOT requirements. 

 

5. Soil removal per Sheet C-201 of the Site Plan indicates the removal of excess soil and 

requires a Township Soil Removal Permit. 

 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 
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Church Zoning Text Amendment Application 

 

In response to the submission and following review of the Zoning Text Amendment application, 

the Planning Commission reviewed Draft 3 of proposed text prepared by the Zoning 

Administrator and the Township Attorney.  The request is to add Agritourism and Wedding and 

Event Centers to the A-1 Zoning District.  Reference the Memorandum from Zoning 

Administrator Luke Petsch dated September 9, 2026 regarding Allison Church (Evermore) 

Zoning Text Amendment Application – Third Revised Draft (copy attached). 

 

Chairperson Martinie requested comments on Draft 3. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Had the following comments, 

 

1. Section 3.7(A) – Delete “outdoor entertainment activities”.  The Planning Commission  

agreed. 

 

2. Section 6.3(F) – Delete “CENTERS” from the heading.  The Planning Commission 

agreed. 

 

3. Section 6.3(F)(2) – Revise to “Not more than 25% of the lot area should be used for 

Agricultural Special Events”.  The Planning Commission agreed. 

 

4. Section 6.3(F)(3) – Strike “parking structure”.  The Township Attorney recommended 

replacing with “parking area”.  The Planning Commission agreed. 

 

5. Section 6.3(F)(6) – Make the word “event” plural.  The Planning Commission agreed. 

 

6. Section 6.3(F)(9) – Delete “Per twenty-five (25) acres of lot area.”  The Planning 

Commission accepted. 

 

7. Presented Crockery Township Zoning Ordinance excerpt regarding “Barn Venues” for 

review of criteria to possibly be added to Draft 3. 

 

Robert Buist – He is concerned about not allowing new buildings for wedding venues and with 

limiting attendance to 100 persons. 

 

Allison Church – Questioned what is “existing” and how long does the building have to be there 

to qualify? 

 

Bill Maschewske – Likes the stated intent of “Barn Venues” in the Crockery Township Zoning 

Ordinance, in which the first sentence states “The purpose of this section is to allow for 

adaptation of farm buildings to enhance and financially support existing farm operations …” 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Noted that Allison Church made a good case for tented weddings.  He 

feels we should proceed to the public hearing on this subject. 
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Michelle Gillespie – She likes the existing building concept with a waiver process. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Question of applicant – Can’t the existing building be modified for your 

use? 

 

Allison Church – The cost of remodeling the existing buildings exceed the cost of the 

greenhouse they are proposing.  They cannot make the existing building usable. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Likes the idea of using an existing building with a waiver process similar 

to Crockery Township. 

 

Allison Church – Stated they do not plan on having weddings during the winter.  They would 

anticipate weddings from May through October each year and use the greenhouse to grow plants 

for the farm in the winter. 

 

Zoning Administrator Petsch is to rewrite Draft 3 of the proposed Zoning Text for a public 

hearing next month.  The following criteria from the Crockery Township Ordinance were 

reviewed to give the Zoning Administrator guidance for Draft 4. 

 

1.  Existing Building  

 

A. Must be an existing farm and existing farm buildings.  There cannot be an event center 

on vacant land. 

 

B. There must be documentation of the property being a working farm for more than 5 

years. 

 

C. If a new building is constructed, it must be a barn-like structure. 

 

2. Responsible Party – Add similar wording from Crockery Township Ordinance --it must be 

owner operated, and not leased to another individual to operate. 

 

3. Toilet and Lavatory Facilities -- Add text from Crockery Township Ordinance. 

 

4. Temporary Structures – Add text from Crockery Township Ordinance. 

 

Chris Markatos – Does property need to be zoned A-1 to qualify for a Special Agricultural 

Event? 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – It is intended for any farm regardless of zoning. 

 

A motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to schedule a public 

hearing for October 27, 2026 for a Zoning Text Amendment to add Agricultural Special Events 

as a special use. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 
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Pay Bills 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to pay salaries for the 

September 22, 2026 Planning Commission meeting (six members present, one member absent). 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Any and All Other Business That May Come Before the Board – None 

 

Adjournment  

 

A motion was made by Phil Crum and seconded by Lydia Brown to adjourn the Planning 

Commission meeting at 9:25 PM.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

• Attendance Sheet for the September 22, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting 

• Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch dated September 3, 2026 

Regarding Dykstra Realty, LLC Petition to Amend the Zoning Map. 

• Memorandum and draft Zoning Amendment Text from Contracted Planner Gregory 

Ransford dated September 9, 2026 regarding Allison Church (Evermore) Zoning Text 

Amendment Application – Third Revised Draft 

• Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch dated September 9, 2026 

Regarding 104th and Lake Michigan Drive – Preliminary Site Plan. 
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