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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 26, 2026 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 

PM. at the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      None 

Bill Maschewske       

Phil Crum 

Kathy Kuck 

Lydia Brown 

Steve Ambrose 

Michelle Gillespie 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje, Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch, and ten 

members of the public. The attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve the agenda 

of the August 26, 2026 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve as 

written the minutes of the July 22, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions -- None 

 

Reports and Communications -- None 

 

Announcements -- None 

 

New Business  

 

Preliminary Site Plan for Life Tree Community Church 

 

A Preliminary Sketch Plan was submitted by Life Tree Community Church to construct an 

addition.  Much more detail than required for a Preliminary Sketch Plan was submitted, but 
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because of several open issues, the plans were submitted and reviewed as a Preliminary Sketch 

Plan and not a Final Site Plan.  A copy of the Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Luke 

Petsch dated August 6, 2026 regarding this subject is attached. 

 

Four representatives of Life Tree Community Church were present. Alan Brown, in charge of the 

Building Committee, was selected as the spokesperson. 

 

Chairperson Martinie requested review of the submission regarding the content requirements in 

Section 31.5 of the Zoning Ordinance.  It was determined that the requirements in Sections 31.5 

(A), (B), and (C) were satisfied and the Preliminary Sketch Plan submissions were complete. 

 

The applicants were seeking relief from several requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for the 

Final Site Plan as follows: 

 

1. Section 4.34 Outdoor Lighting  -- Sections (C)(4) and (C)(5) require demonstration of 

outdoor lighting meeting the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and may require a 

photometric plan.  

   

Chairperson Martinie – Can the light supplier provide the photometric plan for them? 

 

Lorrie Potter of Life Tree Community Church – The photometric plan has already been 

included in the larger set of drawings submitted this evening. 

 

2. Section 22.2(B) – Off-Street Parking and Loading – The applicants are seeking approval 

of a waiver from the requirement for the parking area to be paved.  They have noted 

financial implications if paving is required in addition to the stated facts that the use of 

the proposed parking area will be low volume and infrequent and intermittent. 

 

Chairperson Martinie -- Where is the parking proposed to be expanded? 

 

Lorrie Potter – The parking will be expanded to the North and West. 

 

Steve Ambrose – Was the parking always gravel? 

 

Alan Brown – There is gravel and crushed asphalt. 

 

The consensus of the Planning Commission is not to require paving and the applicants 

were requested to propose the material to be used for the parking lot in the Final Site 

Plan. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – What will be the use of the current sanctuary? 

 

Pastor Jeff Elzinga – It will be used for youth group, bible study, and storage of chairs 

and tables. 

 

3. Section 31.8(B) – Connectivity  
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Chairperson Martinie – Is there a reason for a sidewalk? 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – The language in the Zoning Ordinance does not permit the 

Planning Commission to waive this requirement.  He noted that some municipalities have 

standards for when sidewalks would be required. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – He questioned the several recent projects in which sidewalks 

were not required, notably Schippers Excavating and the machine shop on North Cedar 

St. 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – Stated there were three options. 

• Enforce the Zoning Ordinance and require sidewalks. 

• Amend the Zoning Ordinance. 

• The applicants may seek approval of a variance from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. 

 

If a Zoning Ordinance Amendment is considered, the options are: 

• Make the requirement conditional with criteria. 

• Eliminate the requirement for connectivity. 

• Decide to make no changes. 

 

Attorney Bultje stated that the applicants seeking a variance makes the most sense and 

the Planning Commission agreed.  It was also agreed that the variance approval should be 

secured by the applicants prior to the submission of a Final Site Plan. 

 

The remaining two items identified by the Zoning Administrator regarding the 

Preliminary Site Plan were review by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commission 

and by the Ottawa County Road Commission.  The consensus of the Planning 

Commission was the appropriate time for the applicant to submit these approvals is with 

the Final Site Plan.  

 

A motion was made by Lydia Brown and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve the 

Preliminary Sketch Plan from Life Tree Community Church on parcel No. 70-08-23-300-

039 to construct an addition to the existing church.  One violation of the Zoning 

Ordinance was noted in regard to Connectivity in Section 31.8(B).  It is recommended the 

applicants resolve the Connectivity issue prior to Final Site Plan submission. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Zoning Text Amendment Application from Allison Church 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Lydia Brown to untable the discussion of 

the Zoning  Text Amendment  Application from Allison Church. 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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A copy of the Memorandum and draft Zoning Amendment Text from Contracted Planner 

Gregory Ransford dated August 10, 2026 regarding the Allison Church (Evermore) Zoning text 

Amendment Application – Second Revised Draft, is attached. 

Bill Maschewske – Noted that revision 2 of the draft text regarding Agritourism needed revision 

since the requirements for Agritourism and Wedding Venues were the same.  It was explained 

that many of the requirements listed last month that were taken from Michigan Citizen Planner 

presentations and other Zoning Ordinances were specific to wedding venues as a Special Use in 

the Agricultural Zoning District.  The screenshots from a Citizen Planner presentation were 

referenced.  To apply these requirements to most Agritourism activities would be overly 

restrictive and in some cases inappropriate. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Requested the Planning Commission start review with the definition, 

Section 3.7(A). 

 

A discussion followed with no changes to the draft definition. 

 

Amy Masko – She would like to know what uses other people in the Township would like to do 

regarding Agritourism. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Requested if anyone else in public attendance was interested in 

Agritourism and explain what you want to do and how much farmland you have. 

 

Amy Masko – Explained her Agritourism plans, which included painting and educational 

classes, growing lavender, possibly yoga classes, …  She has 80 acres but not very much tillable. 

 

Miguel Ochoa – Does a pumpkin patch, sells pumpkins, and gives wagon rides.   He has 18 

acres. 

 

Chris Markatos – Grows lavender and associated marketing. 

 

Robert Buist—Sells real estate.  He had a greenhouse and flower business in Allendale.   

 

Megan Jarvis – She was a previous client of Evermore Estates (Allison Church proposed 

Agritourism Wedding Venue).  She wished to present a letter and explain the business practices 

of Allison Church. 

 

Chairperson Martinie—Stated the Township is not involved in business practices or complaints. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – We need two sets of standards.  One for Agritourism minus wedding 

venues and one just for wedding venues in the Agricultural District. 

 

The criteria were reviewed. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Challenged Section 6.3(F)(2).  Suggested a limit of 25% of lot area dedicated 

to Agritourism only since the current requirement would mean a lot would have to be at least 

75% tillable. 
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Township Attorney Bultje – Stated that since traditional Agritourism activities have gone on in 

the Township for many years unregulated and without complaints, he recommended Agritourism 

not be defined or regulated and that the Planning Commission only focus on regulating Wedding 

Venues and Event Centers as a Special Use if there was still interest in these uses.  He suggested 

making Section 3.7(A) Agricultural Special Events, which would need to be defined. 

 

The consensus of the Planning Commission was in agreement with the recommendation of the 

Township Attorney. 

 

Steve Ambrose – Concerned about the safety of some agricultural buildings.  Suggested adding a 

requirement that buildings comply with the standards applicable to the use, which is not 

Agriculture. 

 

It was agreed to make this one of the conditions. 

 

Additional suggestions included: 

 

• Deleting Section 6.3(F)(11)(c). 

• Revise Section 6.3(F)(12) to permit food trucks. 

• Section 6.3(F)(14) – Replace the word agritourism” with either “Farm Based Event” or 

“Agricultural Special Event”. 

 

The consensus of the Planning Commission was to have the Zoning Administrator and the 

Township Attorney redraft Sections 6.3(F) and 3.7(A) given the above direction for review at the 

next Planning Commission regular meeting. 

 

Pay Bills 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Shawn Martinie to pay salaries for the 

August 26, 2026 Planning Commission meeting (all members present). 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Any and All Other Business That May Come Before the Board   

 

Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch reported the following business coming to the Planning 

Commission. 

 

1.  A rezoning request regarding Emerald Lake.  Jack Dykstra Excavating is applying to rezone 

their additional A-1 Zoned property to the East of the existing M-1 Zoned property to continue 

mining towards their end use plan.   

 

A Motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to extend the noticing 

distance from the normal 300 ft to 1320 ft for the public hearing for the Emerald Lake Rezoning 

request from A-1 to M-1. 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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2.  Zoning Ordinance Conflict regarding Site Plan and Special Use extension beyond one year.  

(This issue was raised by HAM Worldwide regarding their property on North Cedar St.) 

The Zoning Administrator noted that following approval, the Site Plan requires work to be 

started within 365 days.  The Special Use approval requires construction to be complete within 

one year.  Township Attorney Bultje stated the applicant needs to submit a letter to the Township 

Board and request renewal of both. 

 

3.  Repair/remodeling work on a house in the E-1 Zoning District. 

To replace windows that were legally installed, the Township Board does not require a permit.  

However, the dwelling in question wishes to create two new windows that may require a 

building permit in which case the Zoning Ordinance would require the applicants to get a permit 

from EGLE.  It was agreed this should not require an EGLE permit. 

 

4.  A Site Plan submission from Mr. VandenBosch regarding the Commercial property at the 

South-West corner of 104th Ave. and M-45. 

 

5.  Site Plan from Love in Action for the former St. Anthonys Catholic Church. 

 

The next Planning meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2026 and the next regular meeting for 

September 22, 2026. 

 

Adjournment  

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Lydia Brown to adjourn the 

Planning Commission meeting at 9:18 PM.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

• Attendance Sheet for the August 26, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting 

• Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Luke Petsch dated August 6, 2026 Regarding 

Life Tree Community Church – Preliminary Site Plan 

• Memorandum and draft Zoning Amendment Text from Contracted Planner Gregory 

Ransford dated August 10, 2026 regarding Allison Church (Evermore) Zoning Text 

Amendment Application – Second Revised Draft 
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