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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 13, 2026 

 

 

The special meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM. at 

the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie       Lydia Brown 

Bill Maschewske       

Phil Crum 

Kathy Kuck 

Michelle Gillespie 

Steve Ambrose 

 

Also present were contracted Township Planner Gregory Ransford and one member of the public. The 

attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to approve the agenda of the 

August 13, 2026 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve as written the minutes 

of the July 22, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions  

 

Miguel Ochoa expressed concern about the Planning Commission considering changing setback 

requirements in the A-1 Zoning District.  Kathy Kuck noted he had recently purchased the Mulligan 

property. 

 

Chairperson Martinie and Bill Maschewske clarified that discussions at recent meetings regarding setback 

requirements in the A-1 Zoning District were limited to consideration of permitting wedding venues as a 

special use and did not apply to the A-1 Zoning District in general. 

 

Reports and Communications  

 

Steve Ambrose reported the following from the Township Board. 

 

1. A Zoning Agreement was approved between John and Lori Markatos and the Township regarding 

the construction of a dock. 
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2. A Class A Earth Change Permit was approved for Shoreline Honey Farm. 

 

Announcements  

 

Chairperson Martinie reported that he and Bill Maschewske received a copy of the Ottawa County 

Farmland Survey and a brief summary was given. 

 

New Business  

 

The purpose of this special meeting was to review changes to the Zoning Ordinance proposed by 

Gregory Ransford, the Township contracted Planner and Principal from Fresh Coast Planning, 

following the adoption by Robinson Township of a new Master Land Use Plan.  The proposed 

changes for this meeting are in response to a General Audit of the Zoning Ordinance in addition 

to items on the Planning Commissions list and open items from previous Planning meetings.  

The items were reviewed in approximately the order they appear in the Memorandum dated July 

22, 2026 by Gregory Ransford (copy attached).  The following is a list of the Zoning Ordinance 

sections reviewed and the consensus of the Planning Commission regarding accepting, revising, 

or rejecting each proposal.  If the change is rejected, the proposed Zoning Ordinance text 

remains unchanged.  Action Items are in Bold text. 

 

Previous Direction 

 

 

1. Section 11A.5 – It was noted that “roadway” was misspelled in (N) and (N)(1).  The 

remainder was accepted. 

2. Sections 31.7 and 31.8 – There was a discussion regarding if Section 31.7(H) should 

reference Landscaping requirements in the General Provisions.  The consensus was that 

the current text was acceptable and no further changes were required.  The application 

form for Site Plan submission should be revised to reference the Standards in 

Section 31.8 for the submission content in Section 31.7. 

3. Section 20.16(B) – Acceptable. 

4. Section 20.5(A) – Acceptable. 

5. Section 20.16(G) – Acceptable.  Similar changes were made to Sections 20.4(B), 

20.4(C)(1), 20.16(B), 20.16(F), 20.16(I), and 20.17(C). 

6. Section 10.2(F) – Acceptable. 

7. Section 11A.2(G) – Acceptable. 

8. Section 4.18(I) – The consensus was to change “Zoning Administrator” to “Planning 

Commission”. 

9. Section 4.28 – Revise to read “… after a Planning Commission review and 

recommendation to the Township Board according to the terms of this ordinance.”  

10. Section 4.37 – Acceptable. 

11. Bio-Fuel Facilities – No action needed. 

12. Section 4.5(A) – Acceptable. 

13. Incorporation of Recent Amendments –  

a. Sections 30.2(f), (g). (h), and (i), Section 4.31(G), Section 3.15A, Section 3.26A, 

Section 4.3, Section 9.2(N) – Accepted. 
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b. Section 4.22 – The text was missing and will be reviewed at the next Planning 

meeting. 

c. Section 15.3 – Accept Planner Ransford’s comments.  Planner Ransford has 

more changes to make. 

d. Home Occupations – Change “Zoning Administrator” to “Planning 

Commission” in Section 4.18(I). 

 

14. Chapter 4A – Township Attorney Ron Bultje has reviewed and this chapter needs no 

revision.  Accepted. 

 

Carryover Items 

 

1. Section 9.3(D) – Following lengthy discussion, it was agreed to move this Section 

from Special Uses to Permitted Uses and it is only to apply to lots with no dwelling.  

Planner Ransford is to revise. 

2. Michigan Department of Transportation – No response received yet.  Planner 

Ransford to contact them again. 

3. Michigan Zoning Enabling Act – No action needed. 

 

Remaining Items 

 

1. Inclusion of Tables – Yes, where possible.  Planner Ransford to review. 

 

2. Grammatical and structural cleanups – Planner Ransford to review. 

 

3. Reorganize numerical order of sections – Planner Ransford.  It was noted that all 

cross-references need to be checked. 

 

4. Update Table of Contents – Planner Ransford. 

 

Planner Ransford was requested to investigate the fire suppression requirements for 

commercial buildings. 
 

Old Business – None 

 

Pay Bills 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie  and seconded by Kathy Kuck to pay Planning Commission 

salaries for the August 13, 2026 meeting (six members present, one member absent). 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Any and All Other Business That May Come Before the Board  -- None 

 

Adjournment  

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to adjourn the Planning 

Commission meeting at 8:50 PM.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

Attendance Sheet for the August 13, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Gregory Ransford dated July 22, 2026 regarding Zoning 

Ordinance Rewrite – Final General Audit 
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