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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

June 24, 2026 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM. at 

the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie       Lydia Brown 

Bill Maschewske       

Phil Crum 

Kathy Kuck 

Michelle Gillespie 

Steve Ambrose 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje, Zoning Administrator Gregory Ransford, Luke Petsch, 

Zoning Administrator in training and employee of Fresh Coast Planning, and five members of the public. 

The attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to approve the agenda of the 

June 24, 2026 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve as written the 

minutes of the June 11, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions -- None 

 

Reports and Communications -- None 

 

Announcements -- None 

 

New Business  

 

Zoning Text Amendment Application from Allison Church 

 

A Zoning Text Amendment application was received from Allison Church to request an amendment to 

the A-1 Agricultural District to add Section 6.3(F) to the list of “Uses Requiring Special Approval”.   

Ryan Church was present representing the applicant.  A copy of the application is attached along with a 

Memorandum dated May 20, 2026 from Allison Church.  Also attached is a memorandum from Zoning 

Administrator Gregory Ransford dated June 8, 2026 Regarding the  Allison Church (Evermore) Zoning 

Text Amendment Application.   
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Chairperson Martinie – Inquired if the applicants had a copy of the previous draft text prepared by the 

contracted Township Planner and the Planning Commission. 

 

Ryan Church – Yes. 

 

Chairperson Martinie requested if the applicant wished to make a presentation.  The applicant declined. 

 

Chairperson Martinie noted that a wedding venue is to be an accessory use to a farm and that the intent 

was to use an existing building that has been on the property for at least 5 years. 

 

Ryan Church – Noted they plan to construct a new greenhouse at a cost of approximately $600,000 for 

the wedding venue.  The cost to renovate the existing building is prohibitive.   

 

Bill Maschewske – Inquired how many acres they plan to farm. 

 

Ryan Church – Over 35 acres. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – How many acres are now tillable? 

 

Ryan Church – Eight acres.  They plan to clear and farm the remainder of the property. 

 

A discussion followed regarding commercial building codes that must be met. 

 

Ryan Church – Stated they would limit attendance initially to 99 persons since a fire suppression system 

was needed for additional patrons. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – What do you intend to do in the interim for wedding events? 

 

No response was noted. 

 

Kathy Kuck – Are you taking deposits at this time for weddings? 

 

Ryan Church – Yes they are taking deposits that are refundable if they have no venue. 

 

Bill Maschewske – How frequently do you expect to rent the wedding venue? 

 

Ryan Church – Two times per month.  The plan is for the building to be a wedding venue in the summer  

and a greenhouse in the winter. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – What about the other buildings on the site? 

 

Ryan Church – The South building is for storage.  The North building is planned for the bridal 

preparation area and storage. 

 

Steve Ambrose – What about meeting construction standards. 

 

Ryan Church – Noted commercial and ADA standards have recently changed and their architect is 

investigating this. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – What about fire suppression? 



   
 

3 
 

 

Ryan Church – The code requires fire suppression only for groups larger than 99 persons.  They plan to 

be under that number initially. 

 

Steve Ambrose – Are you working with an architect? 

 

Ryan Church – Yes. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Will any events be outside of buildings? 

 

Ryan Church – Yes, tents will be utilized. 

 

Bill Maschewske – What about amplified sound systems outdoors? 

 

Bill Maschewske and Chairperson Martinie – Discussed the issue of agritourism being an accessory use 

to agriculture and not the main business on the property. 

 

Chairperson Martinie –Could you start holding events in one of the existing buildings? 

 

Ryan Church – They could use one existing building but the bathrooms and stairs would not be ADA 

compliant.  He noted the requirements for ADA compliant stairway width changed since last year and got 

more stringent.  The bathrooms are also inadequate. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted again that the Agritourism should be accessory to the agricultural use and their 

current plans are totally different from those communicated to the Planning Commission last winter. (See 

excerpt of February 12, 2026 Planning Commission minutes attached.) 

 

Chairperson Martinie and Bill Maschewske – Both feel uncomfortable deleting the requirement in the 

current Planning Commission draft text requiring current farming and the use of a building that has 

existed on the farm for 5 years minimum.  Taking a site without established agriculture and constructing 

an expensive new wedding venue building seems the reverse of what the Planning Commission had 

envisioned. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Noted the Planning Commission had a Zoning Text Amendment submitted and 

will need to make a decision on agritourism. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Will there be amplified sound systems outdoors? 

 

Ryan Church – No.  They want to be respectful of their neighbors. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted the subject of wedding venues in the A-1 Zoning District will require 

considerable research before action. 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – Stated he does not see much difference between upgrading an existing 

building or constructing a new one.  A rule that a minimum of 50% of sales comes from farming would 

be difficult to accomplish consistently on a year-by-year basis. 

 

Ryan Church – Noted the existing building cannot be used for the public since it has spray insulation on 

the interior which is flammable. 
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Chairperson Martinie – Read the definition of a farm. 

 

Ryan Church – Stated they want the revenue from the wedding venue to generate income to get the 

agricultural side of the business going. 

 

It was agreed that Zoning Administrator Ransford would collaborate with Township Attorney Bultje to 

prepare draft Zoning text in response to the previous draft of the Planning Commission and the proposed 

wording of the applicant. 

 

Chris Markatos – Inquired about the requirement for the building to be in existence for 5 years. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Showed screen shots from a Citizen Planner webinar on Agritourism and wedding 

venues providing guidelines.  He was requested to send copies of the screenshots to all Planning 

Commission members, Zoning Administrator Ransford, and Township Attorney Bultje. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Rewrite 

 

The proposed changes reviewed at this meeting are items not reviewed at the June 11, 2026 

meeting which was adjourned early because of a tornado warning.  The items are in response to a 

General Audit of the Zoning Ordinance in addition to open items from previous Planning 

meetings.  The items were reviewed in approximately the order they appear in the Memorandum 

dated May 24, 2026 by Gregory Ransford (copy attached) starting with “Discussion Items”.  The 

following is a list of the Zoning Ordinance sections reviewed and the consensus of the Planning 

Commission regarding accepting, revising, or rejecting each proposal.  If the change is rejected, 

the proposed Zoning Ordinance text remains unchanged.  Action Items are in Bold text. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

1. Section 9.3(D) – Addressed at the June 11, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.  Refer to 

those minutes for details. 
 

2. Section 4.28 – Township Attorney Bultje was requested to review this Section and recommend 

draft text.  The Township Attorney proposed the following:  “Except for a lot which has both a 

farm and a farm dwelling, no lot may be devoted to more than one (1) principal use and no lot 

may be devoted to more than one (1) principal building unless specifically permitted after a 

Planning Commission review according to the terms of this Ordinance.”  This wording was 

accepted by the Planning Commission. 

 

3. Section 4.37 – The Township Attorney recommended this Section remain blank as it is 

currently.  The Planning Commission accepts the recommendation.  Delete proposed text. 

 

4. Bio-fuel facilities – The Zoning Administrator stated the Zoning Enabling Act permitted 

these facilities on farms for production not to exceed 100,000 gallons per year.  He is to 

review other townships he represents and report regarding if provisions for this use are 

necessary. 

 

5. Wedding Venues – This subject is under review as a result of a Zoning Text Amendment 

Application that has been submitted. 
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6. Migrant Housing – Delete this use from the RR Zoning District.  Review and revise Section 

4.5 accordingly.  

 

7. Site Condominium Review Procedures – No action.  Delete from the list. 

 

8. Lake Michigan Drive Overlay District Ingress/Egress requirements – Input has been 

requested from MDOT but no response has been received. 

 

9. Definition of Family– Action delayed since review necessity relates to Accessory Dwelling 

Units on which action has been postponed. 

 

10. Consider allowing some structures on a parcel without a principal dwelling – Delayed since 

not a current issue. 

 

11. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) – Review delayed. 

 

12. Reorganize Zoning Ordinance – Planner Ransford is to review to look for opportunities to 

reorganize and use more tables. 

 

13. Transfer of Development Rights  (TDR)—Eliminate from list.  Not a current issue. 

 

Remaining Items 

 

1. Chapter 4A – The Township Attorney is to review and propose any changes deemed 

necessary. 

 

2. Incorporation of recent Robinson Township Zoning Ordinance Amendments – Zoning 

Administrator Ransford is to supply copies of all amendments since March 8, 2023 to all 

Planning Commissioners. 

 

It was noted there would be no planning meeting in July.  The next regular Planning Commission meeting 

is scheduled for Wednesday, July 22, 2026. 

 

Old Business -- None 

 

Pay Bills 

 

A motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Phil Crum to pay Planning 

Commission salaries for the June 24, 2026 meeting (six members present, one member absent). 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Any and All Other Business That May Come Before the Board  -- None 

 

Adjournment  

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie  and seconded by Steve Ambrose to adjourn the 

Planning Commission meeting at 8:52 PM.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

Attendance Sheet for the June 26, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting 

Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Gregory Ransford dated May 24, 2026 regarding Zoning 

Ordinance Rewrite – General Audit 

Memorandum from Zoning Administrator Gregory Ransford dated June 8, 2026 regarding Allison 

Church (Evermore) Text Amendment Application 

Request for Request for Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment from Allison Church including 

Memorandum dated May 20, 2026 

Excerpt of minutes from the February 12, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting 
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Excerpt of February 12, 2026 Planning Commission Minutes 

 

 

ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

February 12, 2026 

 

 

The special meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 

PM. at the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      Phil Crum 

Bill Maschewske       

Steve Ambrose 

Lydia Brown 

Kathy Kuck 

Michelle Gillespie 

 

Also present were contracted Planner Gregory Ransford, and three members of the public  The 

attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Shawn Martinie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to approve the agenda of 

the February 12, 2026 meeting as amended to include Non-Commission Member Inquiries and 

Questions. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve as written 

the minutes of the January 28, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions 

 

Teri Hodgson of 11131 104th Ave. was present to inquire about what could be done about blight, 

in particular, demolition derby cars parked on an adjacent parcel to her property.  The subject 

property has a pole barn but stores the vehicles outside.   
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Chairperson Martinie – Stated this issue was briefly brought to the Planning Commission at the 

January meeting by the Zoning Administrator, who stated it appeared this was not a violation per 

the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Teri Hodgson – Referred the Planning Commission to Sections 3.57 and 4.20 of the Zoning 

Ordinance which she felt indicated the demolition derby vehicles were considered junk and are 

in violation per the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Gregory Ransford – As the acting Zoning Administrator, he made an appointment with Ms. 

Hodgson.  He will also get Supervisor MacMillan involved. 

 

Allison Church of 13982 Lake Michigan Drive noted that she has purchased the A and L Farms 

property on Lake Michigan Drive, including the migrant housing and storage buildings along 

with 38 acres.  She is interested in using the storage building as a wedding venue as an agri-

tourism function while growing 15 acres of blueberries and Christmas trees.  The migrant 

housing (front building) will be used as a farm market.  Part of the rear building would be a 

combination of event center and farm storage 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Explained that wedding venues are at this time proposed as a Special Use 

in the Agricultural Zoning District and are not approved at this time.  The Planning Commission 

also explained the requirements to qualify for the farm market and tentatively, the wedding 

venue.  Chairman Martinie stated the request seemed to satisfy the tentative requirements; 

however, the legislation is not yet adopted. 

 

New Business 

 

The purpose of this special meeting was to review changes to the Zoning Ordinance proposed by 

Gregory Ransford, the Township contracted Planner and Principal from Fresh Coast Planning, 

following the adoption by Robinson Township of a new Master Land Use Plan.  The proposed 

changes for this meeting are in response to a General Audit of the Zoning Ordinance in addition 

to open items from previous Planning meetings.  The items were reviewed in approximately the 

order they appear in the Memorandum dated January 22, 2026 by Gregory Ransford (copy 

attached).  The following is a list of the Zoning Ordinance sections reviewed and the consensus 

of the Planning Commission regarding accepting, revising, or rejecting each proposal.  If the 

change is rejected, the proposed Zoning Ordinance text remains unchanged.  Action Items are in 

Bold text. 
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