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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

July 7, 2015 

 

 

The special meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order 

at 7:30 PM at the Robinson Township Hall.  

 

 

 

 Present       Absent     

         

Shawn Martinie      Rich Sibley 

George Schippers 

Sue DeRuiter 

Tom TenBroeke 

Travis Vugteveen  

Bill Maschewske 

 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje and Zoning Administrator Kathy Kuck.  

There were no members of the public present. 

 

A motion was made by Travis Vugteveen and seconded by George Schippers to approve 

the Planning Commission minutes from the June 23, 2015 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries -- None 

 

Reports and Communications-- None 

 

Announcements – None 

 

Old Business 

 

The final draft of the M-231 Sub-Area Plan dated July 7, 2015 was ready for final review 

and recommendation to the Township Board.  Issues identified at the June 23, 2015 

meeting were reviewed to determine if the changes had been made.  Underlined text 

indicates items to address. 

 

1.  Page 6 – suggest moving Map 4 to after page 6 to show the moratorium area. 

The text now needs to be revised to show that the photograph is “below”. 

 

2. Page 11 – Add years to the dates. 

Completed. 
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3. Page 12 – Some of the dates can now be filled in. 

Completed. 

 

4. Page 17 – Add the word “as” before the word “stormwater” in the last paragraph 

on the page. 

Completed. 

 

5. Page 19 – Add the word “area” to the first paragraph under “Utility Service 

Areas”. 

Completed. 

 

6. Page 25 -- Highway Commercial Chart and related Primary Growth Area charts – 

Add wording requiring the Special Assessment Agreement. 

Completed in all charts. 

 

7.  Page 32 -- Agricultural, second paragraph – remove the word “a” before the word 

“more”. 

Not Completed. 

 

8. Page 39 – make the word “requirement” plural in the first paragraph. 

Completed. 

 

9. Page 43 – Some of the potential park properties are not shown in the correct 

locations on the map. 

Mostly corrected.  Remove the red square at the corner of Lincoln St. and M-231. 

 

10. Page 46 – Under Policies, 1, a.--delete the word “preserve” and correct the 

spelling of Robinson. 

Completed. 

 

11.  Page 55 – The golf courses are now shown as golf courses instead of Commercial 

areas. 

 

12. Page 7 – Add “Average Daily” to the Traffic Counts in the legend of the map. 

 

Summary 

 

Changes remain to be made to pages 6, 7, 32, 43, and the date on the title page needs to 

be updated to July 8, 2015. 

 

Travis Vugteveen will request David Jirousek of LSL Planning to update the above 

identified changes and supply new pages along with updating the date of the document to 

July 8, 2015. 

 

It was then moved by George Schippers and seconded by Sue DeRuiter that the Planning 

Commission accept the M-231 Sub-Area Plan, as presented to the public on June 23, 
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2015, with minor revisions discussed at that meeting, all as set forth in the draft dated 

July 8, 2015, and recommend approval of the M-231 Sub-Area Plan to the Township 

Board, which has reserved to itself the authority to fully approve or reject the M-231 Sub-

Area Plan. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Sue DeRuiter – Yes 

Tom TenBroeke – Yes 

George Schippers – Yes 

Bill Maschewske – Yes 

Shawn Martinie – Yes 

Travis Vugteveen – Yes 

The motion carried unanimously with one member (Rich Sibley) absent. 

A copy of the complete resolution is attached. 

 

New Business 

 

Zoning Administrator Kuck reported she had received a request from Grand Haven 

Township to participate in developing an ordinance to control the spread of Oak Wilt 

Disease.  The object would be to jointly develop ordinance text that multiple 

municipalities could use.  It was suggested that this could best be handled by a County 

Ordinance, however, if the County will not participate, Robinson Township will consider 

participation.  It was agreed that enforcement would be difficult. 

 

The Zoning Administrator also reported the following. 

 

1.  Direction had been distributed earlier from Township Attorney Bultje suggesting 

that clubs be considered a special use in the Zoning Ordinance.   

2. An interpretation was requested regarding the agricultural building on the Bass 

Creek property now that the property has been rezoned and split according to the 

approved Site Plan.  It was agreed that even though the property is now zoned 

Rural Residential, it is still used for agricultural purposes, therefore, the building 

can legally be the principal building on the subject parcel. 

3. An inquiry was received from John Kuyers regarding his recently granted Class A 

Earth Change permit for a pond.  He has reportedly found that the water table is 

lower than anticipated and would therefore like to go deeper and larger with the 

pond.  The pond was believed to involve the removal of 4500 cubic yards of 

material.  The limit for a Class A permit is 5000 cubic yards.  It is not believed, 

without the benefit of calculations, that the pond could be deepened by 

approximately 5 feet and meet the requirements for a Class A pond.  The Zoning 

Administrator will get exact dimensions and re-calculate the size of the revised 

pond proposal.  If the proposal exceeds 5000 cubic yards of material, a Class B 

permit will be required, which will involve a new application. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for July 28, 2015. 
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A motion was made by Tom TenBroeke and seconded by Sue DeRuiter to adjourn the 

Planning Commission meeting at 8:30 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary 

       Robinson Township Planning Commission 
 

 

 

Attachment:  Robinson Township Planning Commission M-231 Sub-Area Plan Resolution 
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