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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

January 28, 2026 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM. at 

the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      Michelle Gillespie 

Bill Maschewske       

Phil Crum 

Steve Ambrose 

Lydia Brown 

Kathy Kuck 

 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje, Zoning Administrator Andrea Goodell, Doug Marshall 

and his attorney Jennifer Lynn, and five additional members of the public. The attendance sheet is 

attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Steve Ambrose to approve the agenda of the 

January 28, 2026 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Lydia Brown and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve as written the minutes 

of the January 8, 2026 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions – None 

 

Reports and Communications  

 

Steve Ambrose reported he attended an Ottawa County Workshop regarding renewable energy.  The 

experiences of Blendon Township were reviewed.  One of the significant issues communicated was that 

the solar panels associated with solar farms leach heavy metals into the soil.  Therefore, the combination 

of solar farms additionally growing crops could be an issue.  It was also noted that some farms have 

already been restricted in growing crops because of this leaching. 

Township Attorney Bultje further noted that the Township could adopt a State compliant renewable 

energy ordinance (CREO) to perhaps gain more control over the siting of renewable energy facilities.  He 

also noted that some communities have had success in gaining partial local control by not having a State 

compliant ordinance and working with the applicant in developing one.  Applicants appear to prefer 

working with local municipalities in preference to the State.   
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Attorney Bultje also stated the Township may wish to address adopting a Data Center Ordinance, as this 

is becoming a significant issue in Michigan. 

 

Announcements – None 

 

Old Business -- None 

 

New Business 

 

Election of Officers 

 

Chairperson Martinie requested if anyone wished to run for a position other than the current officers.  

There was no response. 

 

A motion was then made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Steve Ambrose to nominate the current slate of 

officers (Shawn Martinie – Chairperson, Lydia Brown – Vice-Chairperson, and Bill Maschewske – 

Secretary). 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Boersen Special Use Application and Site Plan 

 

Robert and Mandy Boersen were present to represent their Special Use and Site Plan applications to 

construct additional living space and an attached garage to their house in the E-1 Zoninng District at 

10397 North Cedar Street.  The proposed construction would be within the 100-year flood plain. 

 

Because of significant missing information, Chairperson Martinie reviewed the timeline for Township 

Board public hearing and review.  It appeared that even if the Planning Commission were able to approve 

the Site Plan and Special Use on this date, due to noticing requirements the Township Board could not 

hold the required public hearing until their March meeting.  This appeared to meet Mr. Boersen’s 

construction schedule.  It was further noted that the Variance approval previously received from the 

Zoning Board of Appeals for the rear yard setback would expire on March 31, 2026.  

 

Bill Maschewske – Questioned the compliance of the application with Section 9.3(A)(2) which requires 

the floor surface of habitable space to be at least 1 ft. above the 100-year flood elevation.  The floor level 

of the breezeway appears to be several inches lower than the 100-year flood elevation. 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – Stated the requirement in the Zoning Ordinance was included since the State 

required the same.  Since the State (EGLE) has permitted the current floor elevations, this requirement is 

waived. 

 

Since an advisory public hearing was posted by the Township, the public hearing was declared open by 

Chairperson Martinie.  The applicants were the only member of the public present specifically for the 

Boersen Public Hearing.  

 

Hearing no comments from any of the public, a motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Lydia 

Brown to close the advisory public hearing, 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Robert Boersen – Inquired which elevation view the Planning Commission had in their packets.  He noted 

the plan had changed on 9/15/25 and the elevation of the breezeway and garage floors were increased to 

592.8 ft. to match the floor level in the existing house.  The EGLE approval was based upon the updated 
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elevation view.  The applicant provided a new elevation sketch with date of 9/15/25.  The applicant also 

provided updated Site Plan documents including the survey, the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation approval, 

and the EGLE permit. 

 

Mr. Boersen – Inquired when his variance approval expires.   

 

Bill Maschewske – Noted it was approved on March 31, 2025 and is good for one year. 

 

Mr. Boersen – Stated that even if his Site Plan and Special Use would be reviewed on February 24, 2026 

and the Township Board would hold the required public hearing on March 11, 2026, he would request an 

extension of his variance approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals anyway. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Where are the well and septic located? 

 

Mr. Boersen – The well is in the house and the septic is 3 ft. from the edge of the proposed garage. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Is there any exterior lighting, where is it, and what type of fixtures.  This would 

need to be shown on the Site Plan. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Where are the 50 cubic yards of fill approved by EGLE going? 

 

Mr. Boersen – Primarily for the proposed garage, but in general, as needed. 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – Requested the Zoning Administrator to add comments in her memo on this 

subject regarding Section 9.3(A) of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Boersen – Noted that EGLE inquired about the height of the garage.  He actually would like an 8/12 

pitch instead of 7/12, thereby increasing the height of the addition. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Stated the elevation view in the application should be updated to show the pitch 

change and the new height which would still be compliant with the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Lydia Brown to table the Boersen Special Use 

application until February 24, 2026. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Marshall Special Land Use and Site Plan Review 

 

At 8:02 PM., the Marshall Special Use application referred to the Planning Commission by the Township 

Board was considered.  The Township Board at their December meeting considered the renewal 

application and noted that an additional campsite was added to the Site Plan that permitted tent camping.  

The Township Board renewed the previously approved Special Use and Site Plan that provided for two 

RV campsites and not the third tent campsite on the West parcel.  The Township Board referred the 

application to the Planning Commission for review of the addition of a second campsite for tents on 

parcel -004 for recommendation back to the Board. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Requested what rationale the applicant used to think tent sites were permitted and 

how allowing them would not set a precedent for permitting tent rental sites throughout the Township. 

 

Doug Marshall – He has been renting the second site on parcel -004 since he started renting the RV sites 

and since the Zoning Ordinance does not address renting sites for tents, he just did it without problems.  
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He claimed the tent rental site just reflected what he had been doing for several years.  He noted he rents 

from mid- May until approximately October.  He feels the tent site rental is just a natural extension of the 

RV site rentals. 

 

Attorney Jennifer Lynn – Stated she is grateful the Township has worked with the applicant.  She noted 

the original application was for RVs on site and there is a residential use to the East. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Is there any mechanism to permit the use in the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – The applicant has been doing it for five years.  Additionally, the Township 

allows one tent with an RV provided the total occupancy does not exceed the one campsite limit. 

 

Bill Maschewske – Questioned how the Planning Commission can approve something that is not 

permitted in the Zoning Ordinance.   

 

Lydia Brown –Referenced the 2023 application of Mr. Marshall and stated she asked Mr. Marshall at that 

time what the second water and electrical hook-up were for on parcel -004.  She stated the response she 

got from Mr. Marshall was so the renter with an RV had a choice of which site to use.  There was no 

mention of renting the additional hook-up on parcel -004 for tent camping in addition to one RV rental on 

the parcel. 

 

Attorney Jennifer Lynn – Does the fact that money changes hands make this a problem? 

 

Chairperson Martinie – That does make it a commercial use. 

 

Lydia Brown – In violation of the 2023 conditions of the Planning Commission, the online advertisement 

states that a honey-wagon is available.  The advertisement further states that a 5- gallon solar shower is 

available. 

 

Doug Marshall – The shower is just a tarp around a tree with bio-degradable soap.   The honey-wagon is 

not being used. 

 

Lydia Brown – The advertisement further lists bathroom facilities on site. 

 

Doug Marshall – It is the porta-jon. 

 

Lydia Brown – What is the building on site. 

 

Doug Marshall – It is storage for fire rings and camping equipment.  The renters do not have access.   

 

Bill Maschewske – What is the Planning Commission specifically making a recommendation on? 

 

Township Attorney Bultje – The tent site and any other changes to the Site Plan from the last Site Plan. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Inquired about amending a Special Use. It was noted that some of the changes 

could be handled administratively as a minor Site Plan change per Section 31.11 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Lydia Brown and Chairperson Martinie – Both are opposed to the addition of the tent site. 

 

Doug Marshall – What if one of the RV sites has a tent also? 
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Bill Maschewske – That was already addressed by the Township Board. 

 

Chairperson Martinie stated the minor changes to the Site Plan are to be addressed administratively by the 

Zoning Administrator (trash can relocation, screening for the porta-jon, and relocation of the porta-jon). 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Lydia Brown to recommend to the Township Board 

to deny the proposed tent site as a third rental site;  the Special Use is limited to two RV’s, one RV per lot 

as allowed by Section 9.3 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Phil Crum – Yes 

Lydia Brown – Yes 

Bill Maschewske – Yes 

Shawn Martinie – Yes 

Steve Ambrose – Yes 

Kathy Kuck – Yes 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Pay Bills 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Shawn Martinie to pay salaries for the January 28, 

2026 Planning Commission meeting (6 members present, 1 member absent). 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Any and All Other Business that May Come Before the Board 

 

Zoning Administrator Goodell stated that Supervisor MacMillan has questioned her regarding outdoor 

storage of off-road vehicles.  It was concluded that there was nothing in the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit 

this.  The Zoning Administrator further stated that the specific vehicles in question were demolition derby 

vehicles. 

 

Chairperson Martinie stated that if the Supervisor wanted to request the Planning Commission to 

investigate the outdoor storage of demolition derby vehicles, the Planning Commission could do that.  

The Zoning Administrator offered to contact Wright Township regarding any regulations they might have 

since the Berlin Raceway was located there. 

 

Chris Markatos – Commented that he was concerned the Township would consider restricting tent 

camping.  He noted it was an economical means for young families to enjoy camping.  He also stated he 

would have materials before the Planning Commission in the near future regarding uses on his property. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Steve Ambrose and seconded by Kathy Kuck to adjourn the Planning 

Commission meeting at 9:10 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 
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Attachments: 

 

Memorandum dated January 14, 2026 from Zoning Administrator Andrea Goodell regarding the 

Limberlost Timpe/Marshall Special Land Use Renewal Application 2026 

Memorandum dated November 20, 2025 from Zoning Administrator Andrea Goodell regarding the 

Boersen Special Land Use and site plan application in the E-1 Overlay Zoning District. 

Second Memorandum dated January 28, 2026 from Zoning Administrator Andrea Goodell regarding the 

Boersen Special Land Use and site plan application in the E-1 Overlay Zoning District. 

Attendance Sheet for the January 28, 2026 Planning Commission meeting. 
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