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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 26, 2025 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 

PM. at the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      Lydia Brown 

Bill Maschewske          

Kathy Kuck 

Phil Crum 

Steve Ambrose 

Michelle Gillespie 

 

Also present were Township Attorney Ron Bultje, Zoning Administrator Andrea Goodell, 

applicants Dan and Steve King, Jon DePoy of Nederveld representing the applicants, and Doug 

Marshall.  The attendance sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Kathy Kuck to approve the agenda 

of the August 26, 2025 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Shawn Martinie to approve as written the 

minutes of the July 21, 2025 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Non-Commission Member Inquiries and Questions – None 

 

Reports and Communications   

 

Steve Ambrose reported the following from the Township Board. 

 

1. The Township Board approved Class B Earth Change renewals for both the S and M 108th 

Ave. Site and the South Cedar Site. 

2. The Township Board followed the Planning Commission recommendation and denied the 

Bakale Rezoning Request.  

 

Announcements  -- None 
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New Business  

 

Per Section 15.3 of the Zoning Ordinance, a Site Plan and Special Use application had been 

received from HAM Worldwide, LLC /DK Construction to operate a Marine Construction 

Facility on property zoned I-2 on North Cedar St. North of the Clark Farm Mining Site and 

between North Cedar St. and the Grand River.   

 

Chairperson Martinie invited the applicants to make a presentation of their project. 

 

Mr. Jon DePoy of Nederveld and representing HAM Worldwide, LLC, described the applicant’s 

history with the parcels of land involved.  The applicants submitted a Zoning Text Amendment 

Request to amend the language of the I-2 Zoning District to include Marine Construction 

Facilities.  The Township responded by amending the I-2 Zoning District text to include Marine 

Construction Facilities as a Special Use under specific conditions.  The applicants are now 

making application for the construction of a 60 ft. by 100 ft. combined office/warehouse building 

and have submitted a Site Plan for the building and the Marine Construction Facility in addition 

to the required Special Use Application.  The applicant now owns the property. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Does the work area need any preparation? 

 

Jon DuPoy –No. 

 

Steve Ambrose – Is any dredging required to run barges up and down the Grand River? 

 

Jon DuPoy – Not at this time, but the river is always changing. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – Comparing the Site Plan and the elevation views of the buildings, it 

appears that one of them is incorrect regarding the orientation of the building. 

 

Jon DuPoy – The elevation view is incorrect.  The building ridge runs east and west. 

 

Chairperson Martinie – No electrical connection is shown to the building. 

 

Jon DuPoy – There is an electrical service at the site.   

 

Chairperson Martinie – Are you planning to provide electrical service overhead or underground?  

The Zoning Ordinance requires it to be underground. 

 

A discussion followed among the applicants and it was agreed electrical service to the proposed 

building would be underground. 

 

Chairperson Martinie requested questions from the Planning Commission relative to the 

applications. 
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Bill Maschewske –  

 

Section 31.7 (D) – Is the culvert and conveyor system still under North Cedar St. from the Clark 

Farm Earth Change Site? 

 

Dan King – It is filled in. 

 

Section 31.7(E) – The Zoning but not the uses of adjacent properties are identified. 

 

Applicants – The three parcels adjacent at the Northwest corner of their parcel are vacant but 

zoned R-1.  The Charles Kevin parcel has a dwelling but is not adjacent. 

 

Section 31.7(G) – Will materials be delivered to and from the site by truck? 

 

Jon DePoy – Yes. Materials will include steel, pipe, wood, and aggregate. 

 

Section 31.7(I) – The well and septic locations are not shown as required. 

 

Jon DePoy – They will be located per the Ottawa County Health Department. 

 

Section 31.7(M) – Is there any soil boring data? 

 

Jon Depoy – Borings will be done by the Ottawa County Health Department. 

 

Section 31.7(O) – Will you construct a dock in the lagoon? 

 

Jon DePoy – Nothing is planned. 

 

Section 31.7(S) – Will there be any outdoor trash receptacles? 

 

Jon DePoy –No, the only trash container will be inside the building and it will be a roll cart. 

 

Section 31.7(T) – Will there be any fuel or chemical storage on site? 

 

Dan and Steve King – There will be no chemical or fuel storage on site.  Fuel will be by pickup 

truck or 5- gallon cans. 

 

Section 31.7(W) – How many employees will be on site? 

 

Dan King – Three to five. 

 

Section 31.7(X) – What is the construction schedule? 

 

Jon DePoy – They will start as soon as approved. 

 

Property Line Adjustment – Please explain and when does this happen? 
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Jon Depoy – Showed maps of the current configuration compared to the Site Plan.  The 

reconfiguration will happen as soon as they get Township Approval for the project.  The West 

property line will be made a straight line to line up with the property line near the river.  The new 

parcel will be 52.83 acres. 

 

Section 31.7(AA) – Is there a setback distance from the Grand River per State regulations? 

 

Zoning Administrator Goodell – No. 

 

Section 31.7(BB) – No proof of financing submitted. 

 

Dan and Steve King – The project will be self- financed. 

 

There being no more questions on the Site Plan Application, the Chairperson requested 

comments regarding the Standards for Site Plan Review in Section 31.8 of the Zoning 

Ordinance. Lettering follows the lettering in Section 31.8 of the Zoning Ordinance. The Planning 

Commission agrees with the findings of the Zoning Administrator found in Italics in her 

Memorandum dated July 30, 2025 and attached to these minutes.  Additional comments of the 

Planning Commission are found below. 

 

Section 31.8 

 

A.  Acceptable. 

B.  Acceptable. 

C.  It was noted there will be some truck traffic to and from the site. 

D.  Not applicable. 

E.  There will be virtually no disturbance except the addition of the building. 

F.  Acceptable. 

G.  Acceptable. 

H.  Following lengthy discussion, it was agreed that no additional screening beyond the natural 

undisturbed tree growth on the site was necessary along the West and East Site parcel lines 

outside the flood plain until such time that the parcels are no longer vacant.  This will be a 

condition of approval if such motion is made. 

I.  On-site treatment of wastewater will be approved and permitted by the Ottawa County Health 

Department. 

J.  Power from the overhead line must be underground. 

K.  The outdoor storage and work areas were reviewed with the applicants and they were 

satisfied with the amount and locations shown on the Site Plan. 

L.  Space appropriate for the safe turn around of a fire truck must be designated near the work 

area.  If approval is recommended, this will be a condition of approval. 

M.  Water and sanitary sewer shall be per the Ottawa County Health Department. 

N.  There will be no sign. 

O.  The building design is acceptable. 

P.  The Bicycle Path along North Cedar St. meets the requirements.  The internal path on the Site 

is not for public use. 
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Next reviewed were the Standards for Special Uses found in Section 32.5 of the Zoning 

Ordinance.  Lettering follows the lettering in Section 32.5 of the Zoning Ordinance. The 

Planning Commission agrees with the findings of the Zoning Administrator found in Italics in 

her Memorandum dated July 30, 2025 and attached to these minutes.  Additional comments of 

the Planning Commission are found below. 

 

Section 32.5 

A.  Acceptable. 

B.  Acceptable. 

C.  Minimal impact expected. 

D.  Not a significant change in traffic expected. 

E.  Ottawa County Health Department will regulate. 

F.  The applicant intends to work approximately 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM but may work any daylight 

hours as business may occasionally require. 

G.  Impact will be minimal or none. 

H.  Meets requirements. 

I.  Standard is met. 

J.  Standard is met. 

K.  Standard is met. 

L.  Not applicable.  No Earth Change is planned. 

 

Outdoor Lighting was discussed and it was noted that Dark Sky Compliance is required.  This 

would be a condition of approval if recommended to the Township Board. 

 

At this time, a motion was made by Kathy Kuck and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to 

recommend to the Township Board approval of the Site Plan and Special Use Application from 

HAM Worldwide, LLC and DK Construction.  The Site Plan and Special Use Application 

include : 

• Cover letter dated 7/31/2025 by Nederveld 

• Updated project narrative submitted 7/31/2025 by Nederveld 

• Revised Site Plan submitted 7/31/2025 by Nederveld 

• Special Use Application, dated 3/17/2024 by Steve King 

• State of Michigan Warrant Deed, dated 4/15/2024 

• Building Elevations and Floorplan, dated 6/6/2025, by BEX Engineering 

The approval is based upon meeting the Standards in Sections 15.3, 31.8, and 32.5 as stated in 

the Zoning Administrators Memorandum and as recorded in the minutes. 

Approval is recommended with the following conditions: 

1. Space appropriate for safe turnaround of a fire truck must be designated near the work 

area. 

2. Ottawa County Health Dept. aproval of well and septic is required prior to issuance of a 

building permit. 
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3. Compliance with the applications and the representations of the applicants recorded in the 

minutes. 

4. Compliance with all Federal, State, County, and Township Ordinances. 

5. All outdoor lighting shall be Dark Sky Compliant. 

6. The requirement for paved parking area is waived under the circumstances. 

7. The requirements of Section 15.3(H)(1) for a fence or berm is deferred for adjacent non-

industrial zoned  properties to the East and West of the subject I-2 Zoned site owned by 

HAM Worldwide until the parcels are no longer vacant. 

 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Phil Crum – Yes 

Michelle Gillespie – Yes 

Bill Maschewske – Yes 

Shawn Martinie – Yes 

Steve Ambrose – Yes 

Kathy Kuck – Yes 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Jon DePoy – Asked the following questions. 

 

1. When is the Township Board meeting that will decide on the Site Plan and Special Use? 

The Zoning Administrator responded that due to the 15- day noticing requirement, it will 

be the second Wednesday in October. 

 

2. What needs updating in the application? 

The Zoning Administrator provided the following. 

--Orient the building correctly in the Elevation drawing. 

-- Show designated turn-around area. 

-- Show Dark Sky Compliance for outdoor lighting. 

 

Old Business -- None 

 

Pay Bills  

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by  Phil Crum to pay salaries for the 

August 26, 2025 Planning Commission meeting. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Any and All Other Business That May Come Before the Board   
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The September Special meeting of the Planning Commission was scheduled for September 11, 

2025 and the September Regular meeting for September 24, 2025. 

 

Adjournment  

 

A motion was made by Steve Ambrose and seconded by Shawn Martinie to adjourn the Planning 

Commission meeting at 8:40 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

Attachments:  

 

Sign In Sheet for the August 26, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Zoning Administrator Goodell Memorandum dated July 30, 2025 regarding Grand River Marine 

Construction/HAM Worldwide Special Use Permit and Site Plan Review 
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