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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Ottawa County, Michigan 

 

May 11, 2023 
 

The special meeting of the Robinson Township Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 

7:02 P.M. at the Robinson Township Hall. 

 

Present:  Absent: 

Rich Saddler  John Wood 

Doug Putnam 

Bill Maschewske 

Brianna Fowler 

 

Roll call was taken by signature. 

 

Also present were Zoning Administrator Julie Lovelace and applicants Andrew and Erin Woltjer.  

There were no members of the public present. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Rich Saddler and seconded by Doug Putnam to approve the agenda as 

amended to include the Election of Officers following the Public Hearing. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Approval of Minutes  

 

A motion was made by Brianna Fowler and seconded by Bill Maschewske to approve as written 

the Zoning Board of Appeals minutes from the October 19, 2022 meeting. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Dimensional Variance  

 

A dimensional Variance Request was submitted by Andrew and Erin Woltjer for 12288 Rich St. 

to construct a garage and additional living space with a 49.5 ft. front yard setback where 75 ft. is 

required.   

 

A brief introduction to the public hearing was given by Chairperson Saddler and the public 

hearing was declared open. 
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A presentation was made by Andrew Woltjer regarding their plan to demolish the existing garage 

and build a new garage flush with the front of the house.  The garage would be a two-story 

structure attached to the house and would include additional living space and bathroom.  It was 

noted the side yard setback requirement of 25 ft. would be met. 

 

Chairperson Saddler – What was the side yard requirement when the house was built? 

 

Bill Maschewske – The 1949 Zoning Ordinance required 15 ft. 

 

Bill Maschewske – When was the pole barn to the West of the house built? 

 

Andrew Woltjer – Sometime in the 1970’s. 

 

The side yard of the existing pole barn was discussed. 

 

Zoning Administrator Lovelace – Noted that the side yard portion of the Variance Request was 

withdrawn by the applicants, therefore only the front yard variance request was included in the 

Public Hearing Notice that was published. 

 

There were no other questions or comments from the Planning Commission or applicants and 

there were no members of the public present. 

 

A motion was made by Doug Putnam and seconded by Brianna Fowler to close the public 

hearing at 7:20 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

At this time, Chairperson Saddler called for the Dimensional Variance Criteria in Section 40.6 A 

of the Zoning Ordinance to be reviewed.  The Zoning Board of Appeals responses are in italics. 

 

1. There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applying to the 

property in question, as to the intended use thereof, that do not apply generally to other 

properties or classes of uses in the same zone. 

Response:  As a non-standard existing lot, the lot area is less than is required by the 

Zoning Ordinance currently.  However, the setback of dwelling conforms to the front 

yard setback requirements when built per the Zoning Ordinance in effect at the time.  

Due to the size of the lot and the location of other buildings and facilities on the parcel, 

the Zoning Board of Appeals agrees with the Zoning Administrator findings in her 

Memorandum dated May 4, 2023, attached, and unanimously (one member absent) finds 

this condition met. 

 

2. Such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property 

right similar to that possessed by other properties or classes of uses in the same zone.  
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The possibility of increased financial return shall not of itself be deemed sufficient to 

warrant the granting of a variance. 

Response:  The Zoning Board of Appeals agrees with the findings of the Zoning 

Administrator in her Memorandum dated May 4, 2023, attached, and unanimously (one 

member absent) finds this condition met. 

 

3. Such variance, if granted, will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property and 

will not materially impair the intent and purpose of this Ordinance or the public interest. 

Response:  The Zoning Board of Appeals agrees with the findings of the Zoning 

Administrator in her Memorandum dated May 4, 2023 and unanimously (one member 

absent) finds this condition is met. 

 

4. The condition or situation of the property or the intended use thereof is not of so general 

or recurrent a nature as to make reasonably practicable a general regulation for such 

condition or situation. 

Response:  This is the first known variance request of this nature in the A-1 Zoning 

District.  Additionally, the Zoning Board of Appeals agrees with the findings in the 

Zoning Administrator Memorandum of May 4, 2023 and unanimously (one member 

absent) finds this condition is met. 

 

5. Any exceptional or extraordinary circumstances applying to the property in question are 

not self-created. 

Response:  The Zoning Board of Appeals agrees with the Zoning Administrator findings 

in the Memorandum dated May 4, 2023.  Additionally, the lot is existing non-standard 

which results in a smaller lot than would be required under the current zoning ordinance.  

The conditions created by the existing building were done legally under the Zoning 

Ordinance in effect at the time the building was constructed.  The Zoning Board of 

Appeals unanimously (one member absent) finds the condition met. 

 

 

A motion was made by Doug Putnam and seconded by Brianna Fowler to approve the 

Dimensional Variance request of Andrew and Erin Woltjer at 12288 Rich St. to reduce the front 

yard setback for the construction of an attached garage and dwelling space from 75 ft. to 49.5 ft. 

based upon the findings from reviewing the Standards for Variances in Section 40.6 of the 

Zoning Ordinance as noted above. The approved variance is conditioned on compliance with the 

application and compliance with all other applicable laws and ordinances. 

 

A roll call vote was requested by Chairperson Saddler. 

 

Brianna Fowler – Yes 

Doug Putnam – Yes 

Rich Saddler – Yes 

Bill Maschewske – Yes 
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The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Election of Officers  

 

As required, the annual election of Zoning Board of Appeals officers was held. 

 

A motion was made by Brianna Fowler and seconded by Rich Saddler to elect Rich Saddler 

Chairperson, Doug Putnam Vice-Chairperson, and Bill Maschewske Secretary of the Zoning 

Board of Appeals. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Brianna Fowler and seconded by Rich Saddler to adjourn the Zoning 

Board of Appeals meeting at 8:14 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously with one member absent. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Bill Maschewske  

       Secretary, Robinson Township  

       Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

 

Attachments:   

 

1. Zoning Administrator Lovelace Memorandum dated May 4, 2023 Regarding 

Dimensional Variance Request for 12288 Rich St. 

 

2. Sign- In Sheet for Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, May 11, 2023. 
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