
 

 

 
 

Spring is when most creatures start to wake up from the cold of winter to begin their lifecycles 
once again. There is an invasive pest however, that has used the winter months to slowly feed 
on hemlock shoots and branches and develop into adults in the spring. 
 
 This invasive pest is the hemlock woolly adelgid, an aphid-like insect that sucks the nutrients 
from hemlock trees, slowly killing them over time. 
 
During this feeding time, the adelgid secretes a white waxy coating that looks like a small, 
round, cottony mass. That makes it possible to identify infested trees in the spring.  These 
woolly masses are attached at the base of hemlock needles and can be spread by wind, 
mammals, and birds; with birds being one of the primary ways HWA can move.  Humans can 
also spread HWA through vehicles, trailers, and campers that come in contact with infested 
trees, then move to a different location.  
 
Michigan has more than 170 million hemlock trees that we want to protect. They provide 
important habitat and winter cover for many wildlife species, add diversity across the 
landscape, help stabilize and protect dune and riparian systems, and provide shade to create a 
cooling influence on rivers, streams, and creeks. 
 
HWA has been found so far in four west Michigan counties and it’s important to keep it from 
spreading.  
 
You can do the following to help prevent the spread of the hemlock woolly adelgid. 
 
Consider placing bird feeder at least 100 feet away from hemlock trees, or 

o take them down from April – June, or 
o treat your hemlock trees with insecticides to prevent HWA from being 

established or to destroy existing HWA 
 
Identify hemlock trees: Generally dark green and have somewhat droopy, lacy-looking 
branches.  Needles are flat and attached individually to the branch.  There are two white stripes 
on the underside of the needle. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify Hemlock Woolly Adelgid: Small, round, cottony mass attached at the base of hemlock 
needles. 

 
 
Report any suspicious sightings: 



 

 

If you see what you suspect to be the hemlock woolly adelgid please report your sighting to:   -
_____________ 
For more information on the hemlock woolly adelgid and treatmenttreatment, options please 
visit: 
www.michigan.gov/HWA 

 
(Cheryl Nelson 01/17/2019) 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FHWA&data=02%7C01%7CNelsonC6%40michigan.gov%7C65f4266650f04408ec4d08d67d4c03cf%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636834162759455051&sdata=kJg2T%2Fu6g4h1um92j3mG2fyVzfeKS4SyqfrpfmnsEUw%3D&reserved=0

